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President’s Letter&'
2007 is gone and it is now almost time 

for the 33rd Annual Marietta Exhibit . The 
past year was a very successful one for our 
organization . On a serious note, however, 
Warren Offenberger resigned from the post of 
Editor of our Newsletter . As virtually all of you 
know, Warren has been the only Editor of the 
Newsletter, and the high quality of both the 
format and the content is due to his attention 
to accuracy and his striving for perfection . 
Warren will be greatly missed and certainly 
has set a standard that will be hard for the 
new Editor to maintain . Please stop and say 
a simple “Thank you” to Warren for his many 
contributions to the AOLRC .

The Board of Directors has asked Ron 
Yerian to step in as Editor . Ron has a bit of 
experience in writing and has agreed to try 
to keep up the quality of the Newsletter . He 
will need the cooperation of the membership 
in submitting pictures, articles, and research 
material for publication . The Board has agreed 
to give a free Annual Membership to anyone 
who submits material for publication in the 
Newsletter, so please dust off the articles that 
many of you have been working on and send 
them to Ron .

The August picnic at Centerburg was a 
grand success again this year . The food was 
both plentiful and excellent, thanks to the 
ladies and all who contributed . The folks 
shooting seemed to have a great time, and the 
joking and ribbing was at least as accurate 
as the shooting . The old rifles are still able to 
hit the bulls eye if the old eyes can get them 
pointed in the right direction . I brought an old 
double barrel shotgun that I had wanted to 
shoot for years and under the guiding hands of 
Karl Kuehn successfully shot it several times . 
Nobody else seemed willing to try so I guess 
that I won the 1st shotgun match .

The Newark Show in October was the best 
one yet in terms of attendance and quality of 
longrifles presented both for viewing and for 
sale . Every available table was taken . Jim 

Claggett did an outstanding job of organizing 
and publicizing this event . I think that everyone 
in the vicinity of Newark received at least one 
flyer . I would also like to thank Tom Oakes for 
the bright yellow signs advertising the show . 
They were easy to spot and looked great .

The AOLRC also had an exhibit at the Ohio 
Gun Collectors Association’s January Show in 
Wilmington that was very well received . Larry 
Bryner’s Vincent Rifles were the highlight of 
the presentation, and the other twenty or so 
rifles provided by Tom Oakes, Mark Herman, 
and myself offered a great cross section of 
Ohio rifles and makers . The exposure that 
the AOLRC gets from these exhibits helps 
in book sales, membership applications, and 
recognition of the fine quality of Ohio’s early 
gunmakers .

Our 33rd Marietta Exhibit will be held on 
April 4, 5, and 6 . Members wishing to display 
should contact me for table reservations . The 
Marietta exhibit annually showcases Ohio’s 
finest longrifles, and without your time, effort, 
and expense in presenting your collections 
to the membership and the public this event 
could not take place . Thanks to all of you for 
your participation . The Sons of the American 
Revolution is sponsoring, a ten day historical 
celebration that coincides with our show this 
year . They have offered to include the AOLRC 
Exhibit in their advertising, which should help 
our attendance by the public .

The featured gunmaker this year will be 
Jerman Jordan of Ross County . If you have 
some of his work please contact me at 614/837-
1591 to have it displayed . Thanks for a great 
year and see you in Marietta .

Rod

(Addendum) It was recently brought to my 
attention that Bill Walker, a resident of 
Magadore, Ohio, and a longtime member, 
recently passed away . He was a great supporter 
of the AOLRC and will be sorely missed .
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33rd Marietta Exhibiti

i

i
As in the past we are inviting anyone who has 

documented Ohio made rifles produced prior to 1900 
to display them . In order to avoid any confusion as 
far as space allotment is concerned, we are asking 
interested parties to please let us know how 
many tables they will need . In doing this the 
association will be able to provide adequate table 
accommodations on a first come basis . So please be 
prompt. Mail table requests to Rod Frazer, 11815 
Streamside Drive, Pickerington, OH 43147 .

Remember the major portion of your display 
must consist of antique Ohio made rifles and 
accessories . Ohio made contemporary rifles must not 
exceed more than 10% of your total display . This 
rule will be strictly enforced and all contemporary 
rifles must be so marked .

Set up of exhibits will begin at 5:00 p .m . Friday, 
April 4 .

BANquET
Our annual membership meeting and banquet 

will be held April 5th at 8:00 p .m . in the Lafayette 
Hotel . This meeting will be preceded by hospitality 
hour at 6:00 p .m . and a banquet at 7:00 p .m . Dinner 
will consist of prime rib, stuffed chicken breast or 
maple glazed pork loin and all the trimmings with 
tickets costing $20 .00 each payable to the secretary 
no later than March 28 . Because we are expecting 
larger crowds than normal, banquet space will be 
limited and will be on a first come first serve basis . 
Please get your reservation in early .

LODGING AND ACCOMMODATIONS
The Lafayette Motor Hotel has been generous 

enough to provide exhibit space for our show . 
They have also offered our membership a 
generous discount on their room accommodations . 
We strongly urge our membership to take 
advantage of this special rate and the fact that 
the show, the banquet, and the membership meeting 
will be held in the same location . For reservations 
telephone 740/373-5522 . Be sure to mention that 
you are coming to the AOLRC Exhibit .

For security reasons, no rifles may be brought 
into the exhibit hall after 9:00 a .m . Saturday, 
or leave before 3:00 p .m . Sunday, unless prior 
arrangements have been made with the sergeant-
at-arms .

Also, no rifles may be brought into the exhibit 
hall during public hours without first getting 
permission from the sergeant-at-arms .

Friday, April 4

5:00 p .m . – 7:00 p .m . Set up for exhibit .

7:00 p .m . – 11:00 p .m . Reception for all 
 exhibitors and 
 members . Cash bar 
 and hors d’oeuvres .

Saturday, April 5

8:00 a .m . Exhibit hall opens 
 to exhibitors and 
 members only .

9:00 a .m . Show opens to public .

5:00 p .m . Exhibit closes .

6:00 p .m . Hospitality hour .

7:00 p .m . Banquet .

8:00 p .m . Membership meeting .
 Entertainment .

Sunday, April 6

9:00 a .m . Exhibit hall opens 
 to the public .

3:00 p .m . Exhibit closes .

PLEASE NOTE
Our featured gunsmith this year will be Jerman 

Jordan of Ross County . As per last year the hotel 
will be providing glass cases for this exhibit . We 
will fill these on a first come basis . Please bring 
your Jordan rifles this year for the public and the 
membership to see .
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In the middle of August my husband, 
Randy D . Brown, was looking at muzzleloaders 
online at the Gunrunner Auction . He saw this 
 .32 caliber half-stock muzzleloader that was 
engraved with ‘E . J . Wolfgang, Columbiana, 
Ohio’ on the lock plate . The seller stated that it 
might be a reproduction, but if so, an early one . 
We checked the numerous gunsmith books that 
we own but were unable to find any Wolfgang . 
Randy then asked me to find out if there had 
been a gunsmith in Columbiana by that name, 
and when .

This wasn’t a problem because I have been 
doing genealogical research and answering 
queries for the Columbiana County Chapter 
of the Ohio Genealogical Society for the past 
twenty years .

When I confirmed that EJW had been in 
Columbiana by 1870 and died there in 1906, 
Randy decided to bid on the rifle .

After winning the bid and picking up 
the rifle he called an acquaintance, William 
Wolfgang, who lives a few miles away, to 
ask him if his family originally came from 
Columbiana . It turned out that EJW was Bill’s 
great-great-grandfather and he wanted to see 
the rifle . He came right over!

Later I was able to do further research and 
this is what I found: Edward John Wolfgang 
was born 12 January 1843 in Carroll County, 

MD to Jacob and Mary Ann (Miller) Wolfgang, 
both born just across the state line in York 
County, PA . I have checked Jacob’s parents, 
brothers, and siblings but found no other 
gunsmiths in EJW’s family . I have also looked 
for nearby gunsmiths in every location that 
EJW lived, but found none . I do not know 
where he learned the gunsmith trade .

Edward J. Wolfgang
Columbiana, Ohio

E. J. Wolfgang

continued on page 8
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But EJW must have been one of those 
enterprising men who was a ‘jack-of-all-trades’ 
because I have found him listed in the various 
censuses as an apprentice shoemaker, a miller, a 
sewing machine agent, and a machinist . In The 
History of Columbiana, Ohio, 1912 written 
by EJW’s son, Chauncey Wolfgang, EJW is 
referred to as a civil engineer . The full write-up, 
which included his photo, is as follows:

“On June 5th, 1902, E .J . Wolfgang, 
a civil engineer of Columbiana, and 
a crew of three men, accompanied by 
the promoters of the venture, John 
H . Ruhiman, Asa Jones, and the 
Long brothers, began the preliminary 
survey of the prospective course of 
the Youngstown & Southern Railway . 
The profile drafting was finished with 
great care and accuracy, and met the 

promoters’ most sanguine expectations . 
The final route at last accepted followed 
his survey with but few variations . Mr . 
Wolfgang in 1878 opened up the first 
gun and sewing machine repair shop in 
Columbiana in Joel Morlan’s building 
located on the southwest corner of Main 
Street and Spring Alley . He located here 
in 1860, coming from his father’s home 
in Maryland, and soon after began the 
milling business in the Mr . John Nold 
grist mill, about two miles west of town .”

EJW married Elizabeth Keister sometime 
after applying for a marriage license in 
Columbiana County on 25 September 1865 . It 
was not returned so I suspect that they were 
married in Mahoning County and the return 
was filed there .
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Because there is no existing Columbiana, Ohio newspaper 
for the time period that EJW died, I had to look elsewhere . On 
Thursday, 30 August 1906 “The Buckeye State” published in Lisbon 
printed this:

“Edward J . Wolfgang, a prominent citizen of 
Columbiana, died at his home there early Sunday morning 
after an illness of about a year with paralysis of the tongue 
and throat .

Mr . Wolfgang was born near York, Pa ., but across the 
Maryland line, 63 years ago, and came to Columbiana 
about 45 years ago . In 1865 he was united in marriage to 
Elizabeth Keister of Columbiana, who survives him with 
two sons . Warren W . and Chauncey E . Wolfgang, both of 
Columbiana . He is also survived by a number of brothers 
and sisters, those in this vicinity being Noah Wolfgang of 
near Leetonia, and Jacob Wolfgang and Mrs . Benjamin 
Fellnogle of North Lima .

Funeral services were held at the house Tuesday 
afternoon at one o’clock, Rev . A .M . Carr of the M .E . 
church in Columbiana officiating . Interment was in the 
Columbiana cemetery .”

I have not found a probate for EJW in Columbiana County, 
but was able to find EJW’s first advertisement in the 24 August 
1876 “Columbiana Independent Register” for his gun and sewing 
machine repair shop, which is included here .

The walnut half-stocked rifle that Randy bought has an 
overall length of 491/2" . The barrel is 331/8" long and  .945" across 
the flats with 6 groove rifling . The bore is  .318" .

We are looking for other rifles built by EJW and more 
information about his gunshop . Bill Wolfgang is especially 
interested in finding another rifle .

Pat McArtor
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Reprinted by permission of The National Muzzle Loading Rifle Association.
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(Editor’s Note: The article about George Brammer is made all the more interesting by the fact that a Brammer target 
rifle is in the collection of member Mark Herman, which by itself is not remarkable . But, due to the generosity of member 
Arlen Saunders, the AOLRC has a rifling machine from the Brammer Gun Shop . In addition, Brammer’s freshening tools 
were donated to the AOLRC by the late Clarence “Gabby” Cather . These two gentlemen are owed a debt of gratitude for their 
generosity and the additional Ohio history they have provided to all of us .)
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2nd Annual August Picnic
Our second annual picnic and shoot was a 

huge success . More that fifty people attended 
the outing in August at Centerburg, Ohio . A 
variety of sandwiches, condiments, and picnic 
supplies were furnished by AOLRC with 
unbelievably delicious covered dishes furnished 
by our members . Wonderful fellowship was 
enjoyed by everyone . After lunch the guns 
started banging . There were 20 or more 
shooters on line at the range . A few women 
and even some children participated in the 
shooting . Check out the pictures and also the 
list of the old guns that were fired . This has 
become a very popular event and will continue 
on the calendar for 2008 so save the 2nd 
weekend of August .

SHOOTER GuNMAKER

Bob Hemmerly P . Humbarger
John Backovich J . Clutz
Bill Hoover C . Siebert
Dave Staley L . Biddle
Charles Ebright A . Stilgenbauer
Henery Overmeyer Overmeyer
Tom Oakes G . Humphreys
Dick Harwood P . Kane
Colin Greene ?
Milo Bragg M . Bragg
Ron Yerian D . L . Ackley
Chuck Morris C . P . Gregory
Bob Qualk J . Clutz
Jerry Wilson D . Blanchard
Jarnes Wilson P . A . Reinhart
Mark Herman Herman Peter
Randy Brown ?
Joe Mumper Paul Mumper
Eric Walter ?
Karl Kuehn Karl Kuehn
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Ladies of AOLRC News&'
The year 2008 has arrived and our spring 

show is quickly approaching . Our auxiliary has 
been idle but now it is time to kick ourselves 
into gear and make plans for the spring show .

Our Friday night gathering will continue to 
have the carving station for sandwiches, chips, 
salads, etc . We think it is a great time to not 
only set up tables and do a little trading, but it 
has also become a great evening of fellowship .

For our Saturday activities, we have been 
contacted by Jean Yost, from the Sons of the 
American Revolution in Marietta . They are 
sponsoring a 12 day event of history and 
memories for Washington County . Each day 
from March 28 until April 8 they have planned 
activities . Campus Martius Museum will be 
open with free admission . Mr . Yost wants 
our members to participate in any and/or all 
activities they will be sponsoring . On Saturday 
in Belpre, Ohio they will have Tartan Day 
Scottish History at the Farmer Castle Museum . 

We thought this would be an outing for the 
women . There will also be areas to tour in 
Belpre . We will combine this with a lunch and 
then carpool to Belpre .

On Sunday they are sponsoring a pioneer 
church service at the First Congregational 
Church on Front Street in Marietta . This might 
also be an activity in which our members might 
want to participate .

No decision has been made as of yet for the 
Saturday night speaker . We will be sharing 
ideas with the board . Hopefully we can find 
someone to interest us all .

We will be contacting those who volunteered 
to work on advertising for the spring show . We 
want to get the word out and hopefully increase 
attendance .

We are looking forward to seeing everyone 
the first weekend in April . Contact Sandy 
Frazer, Judy Herman, or Judy Yerian if you 
have any suggestions or concerns .

A Note about Dues:
Payment of 2008 membership dues must be made by April 1, 2008.


